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EU and UK Expand Sanctions Against Russia

On May 20, 2025, the European Union (“EU”) and the UK announced sweeping new sanctions against
Russia in support of Ukraine. As part of a coordinated effort, the measures designate a wide range of
companies and persons operating in key sectors of the Russian economy, including defense, energy,
finance, media, and shipping. Notably, the EU and the UK continue to closely monitor and target entities
based in third countries that support Russia’s military sector or facilitate the circumvention of sanctions.

e The EU’s latest sanctions (EU 17th Russia Sanctions Package — May 20, 2025) include:

o

Designation of entities incorporated outside Russia that indirectly support its military sector, for
example by supplying drones, weapons, ammunition, critical components, machine tools and
logistical support. The sanctions designate entities from China, Israel, Belarus, Turkiye, Vietnam,
United Arab Emirates, Serbia, and Uzbekistan. These entities are subject to asset freezes and EU
operators may not make funds or other economic resources available to them.

Designation of additional vessels from Russia’s so-called “shadow fleet”. These vessels operate
outside of international shipping regulations and are used by Russia to illegally transport oil by
sea. They are banned from accessing EU ports and prohibited from receiving essential shipping
services from EU operators such as financing, insurance, flag registration, and technical
assistance. The sanctions also designate certain shipping companies and persons from Russia, the
United Arab Emirates, Turkiye, and Hong Kong that have enabled the operation of designated
vessels.

Expanding the list of items that cannot be exported to Russia to cover (i) chemical precursors to
energetic material such as sodium chlorate, potassium chlorate, aluminum power, magnesium
powder and boron powder; and (ii) spare parts for machine tools such as ball screws and
encoders.

Prohibition on transactions related to tangible assets linked to Russia’s destabilising activities,
including vessels, aircraft, real estate, and physical elements of digital and communication
networks.

Prohibition on transactions by credit institutions, financial institutions and entities providing
crypto-assets services that directly or indirectly facilitate activities by, or otherwise benefit,
persons, entities or bodies engaged in Russia’s destabilising activities.

Suspension of broadcasting licences in the EU of Russian media outlets under the permanent
control of the Russian leadership, and prohibition from broadcasting their content in the EU, or
directed at the EU.
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https://enlargement.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-adopts-17th-sanctions-package-against-russia-2025-05-20_en
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e The UK’s latest sanctions (UK list of Russia sanctions targets — May 20, 2025) include
designation of:

o Vessels from Russia’s “shadow fleet”, along with entities and persons enabling the operation of
such vessels.

o Persons involved in spreading Russian misinformation.
o Entities involved in Russia’s financial sector.

o Entities and persons involved in the Russian energy sector and Russia’s information,
communications, and digital technologies sector.
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